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Preface 

 
Suite for Cello was commissioned by Sara Sitzer for the inaugural Gesher Music Festival of 
Emerging Artists, which featured music that connects classical chamber music and the 
Jewish perspective.  As my contribution to the festival’s program, this suite is both a 
conversation with my favorite solo cello repertoire (including music by Bach, Britten and 
Ligeti) as well as a conversation with the Jewish tradition itself. 
 
The suite contains four movements.  The Nocturne and Serenade – two “night-songs” – open 
and close the work, recalling the cycles of sunrise and sunset, natural events that both begin 
and end a day of ritual and worship.  The second movement retells a story where Elijah and 
Rabbi Baroka of Hoza’a discuss various people destined for the World To Come, where the 
cello portrays the many different characters in the scene.  The third movement is a set of 
variations on the shofar’s sound, and is based on the natural harmonic series of the cello. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duration: approximately 11 minutes. 
 
Suite for cello was commissioned by Sara Sitzer and the Gesher Music Festival of Emerging Artists.  The work 
was first performed by Sara Sitzer on June 24, 2011, at the St. Louis Jewish Community Center. 
 
Special thanks to Brian Howard. 
 
An electronic copy of the score is available as a free download at www.gtlam.com. 
 
© 2011 George Lam (ASCAP).  All Rights Reserved. 
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